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Report on Improvement in Reading SKkills At Oyler Elementary School

This document provides the completed analysis of reading skill improvement recorded at the
Oyler Elementary After School pilot program using the Future of Reading curriculum.

Program Duration:

e Start Date: February 12, 2024
*  End Date: May 30, 2024

Program Structure: Students engaged in lessons on average three times per week. Each week
included an assigned video lesson plan and a session with a reading coach to review progress.

Student Participation:

. Initial Enrollment: 32 students
*  Final Completion: 22 students

Grade Starting Completed the
Enrollment program
Kindergarten 6 2
1st Grade 7 5
2nd Grade 11 8
3rd Grade 7 6
4th Grade 1 1
Total 32 22

Assessments: All students received an initial assessment. The 22 students who completed the
program received a second assessment.

Measures of Reading Skills:

We used two widely accepted measures to evaluate reading skills Accuracy Percentage and
Percentage Rate of Improvement.



1. Accuracy percentage indicates the proportion of words read correctly out of the total words at-
tempted. This metric helps assess a reader's proficiency and identify areas needing improvement.

Formula:

_ [ Total Words Read Correctly
Accuracy Rate = ( Total Words Road ) x 100

Example Calculation:
¢ Total Words Read: 100
¢ Total Words Read Correctly: 50

Accuracy Rate = (£) x 100 = 50%

Oyler Students' Average Accuracy Rate:

o First Assessment: 51%
. Second Assessment: 72%
*  Average Change in Accuracy Rate: An improvement of 21%

Characterization of the Improvement in Reading Accuracy:

A. Significant Progress:

O An increase from 51% to 72% represents a 21 percentage point improvement in
reading accuracy. This substantial gain indicates that students are reading more
words correctly, showcasing enhanced proficiency and understanding of the
reading material.

B. Effective Intervention:

O The improvement reflects the effectiveness of the reading intervention program. It
suggests that the curriculum, video lessons, and one-on-one coaching sessions

Educational Impact:

A. Enhanced Reading Proficiency:

Moving from 51% to 72% accuracy means students are now reading with fewer errors,
which can lead to better comprehension and overall academic performance. Improved
reading accuracy is foundational for learning across subjects.

B. Confidence and Motivation:

A 21% marked improvement likely boosts students’ confidence in their reading abilities.
As students experience success, their motivation to read and engage with texts increases,
fostering a positive cycle of improvement.



C. Alignment with Benchmarks:

According to educational standards and benchmarks, an accuracy rate above 70%
typically indicates that students are ready to handle more complex texts independently.
This improvement suggests that students are transitioning from needing instructional
support to being more autonomous readers.

Contextual Comparison:

A. National and Program Standards:

O Comparing this improvement to typical progress rates, many educational
programs aim for annual improvements in reading accuracy of around 10-20
percentage points. Achieving a 21 percentage point increase in just three months
is exceptional and indicative of a highly effective program.

B. Longitudinal Benefits:

O Sustained improvement in reading accuracy can have long-term benefits,
including better performance in standardized tests, higher overall academic
achievement, and a greater likelihood of academic success in future educational
endeavors.

Conclusion:

The improvement in the average reading accuracy rate from 51% to 72% over three months is a
strong indicator of the program’s success. This significant gain highlights the effectiveness of the
instructional methods and the dedication of the reading coaches. Such progress not only
enhances the students' current reading skills but also sets a solid foundation for continued
academic growth.

2. Percentage Rate of Improvement

Percentage improvement measures how much a student's reading accuracy has improved over a
period. It is calculated by comparing the accuracy rates at different assessment points.

Formula:

Percentage Improvement _ ( Latest Accuracy Rate—Previous Accuracy Rate ) % 100

Previous Accuracy Rate

Example Calculation:
e Initial Accuracy Rate: 60%
e Final Accuracy Rate: 90%

Percentage Improvement = (%020%) x 100 = 50%



What Does Percentage Improvement Mean?

Percentage improvement quantifies the relative change in a student's reading accuracy over
time. It provides a clear picture of the student's progress and the effectiveness of the reading
intervention.

Interpretation Example: If a student’s accuracy rate increased from 55% to 70%, it means that

their reading accuracy improved by 27.3% relative to their starting point. This improvement is
related to the time period of the intervention.

Oyler After-School Program Percentage Rate of Improvement:

e Average Rate of Improvement: 32% over a three-month period

Interpretation of Results:

A 32% rate of improvement in reading skills over a three-month period is significant and
suggests that the reading intervention was effective. Here's a detailed characterization of this rate
of improvement:

Characterization of the Improvement Rate:

1. Substantial Progress:

o  A32% improvement indicates that students made considerable gains in their
reading skills. This level of improvement over a relatively short period (three
months) suggests that the intervention methods were impactful.

2. Comparative Analysis:

o  Compared to typical reading progress rates reported in educational research, a
32% improvement is noteworthy. Studies have shown that targeted reading
interventions can result in varying rates of improvement, often ranging from 10%
to 30% over similar periods. Your program's results are at the higher end of this
spectrum.

3. Program Effectiveness:

o  The substantial improvement rate reflects positively on the curriculum and
teaching methods used. It implies that the students were engaged and benefited
from the structured lessons and support from reading coaches.

4. Potential for Long-Term Benefits:

o  Improvements in reading skills have a compounding effect on overall academic
performance. Students who enhance their reading abilities tend to perform better
in other subjects, as reading is foundational to learning across the curriculum.



5. Encouragement for Future Interventions:

o  The success indicated by a 32% improvement rate can serve as a motivational
factor for continued use and refinement of the intervention program. It suggests
that the program is on the right track and that further enhancements could yield
even better results.

Contextual Insights:

*  National Benchmarks: According to the National Reading Panel, effective reading
interventions typically show improvements in reading fluency and comprehension, with
successful programs often reporting gains in the 20-30% range over a few months. Your
32% improvement rate exceeds these benchmarks, highlighting the effectiveness of your
approach.

Conclusion:

A 32% rate of improvement over three months is a strong indicator of an effective reading
intervention program. It demonstrates that the students are making meaningful progress, which
will likely have positive long-term effects on their academic journey. This rate of improvement
positions the Future of Reading program favorably compared to national standards and
benchmarks in reading education.

Please see the attached graphs for a visual representation of these improvements. We are
available to respond to any questions you may have.

Sincerely,

Jim Connor

Executive Director
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