
Vocational, transition, and job-readiness programming

We deliver individualized instruction, social-
emotional growth, and real-world learning to prepare
students for independent, successful futures. 

Specialized education
for students with
Autism Spectrum
Disorder (ASD)

Why Families Choose Heidt Center

Specialized ASD-focused education

Approved OOD Provider

Low student-to-staff ratios

Academic, functional, and community-based instruction

Serving grades 6–12 and Transition
programming through age 21



Color Academic Profile Social / Executive Function Transition Focus

Yellow Up to 4 grade levels below
Developing peer interaction,

independence, executive functioning
Building independence across

settings

Purple 1–2 grade levels below Independent in classroom transitions
Vocational training, transition
programs, ACT participation

Green At or above grade level
Independent, refining social and

executive skills
College and career readiness, ACT

and college prep coursework

Color Grade Level Group Support Level Focus

Pink Underclassmen More Supportive Foundational independence skills

Blue Upperclassmen More Supportive
Applying independence to daily living

skills

Orange Underclassmen Semi-Independent
Developing independence and

functional application

Gray Upperclassmen Semi-Independent
Applying academic and functional

skills with independence

PROGRAMS OFFERED
Grades 6–12 School Program

 Advanced career readiness, internships, job coaching, and independent living skills. Includes access to
Opportunities for Ohioans with Disabilities (OOD) provider services, offering employment exploration, job
coaching, and pre-employment transition services.

Transition Program (Ages 18–21)

RISE Program: Functional Academics & Independent Living

Specialized academics, social development, and community-based learning tailored to student needs

Color-coded classrooms align support with academic levels, social development, and transition goals. 

This program provides a specialized, semi-self-contained setting with a focus on functional academics for
students working between Kindergarten and 4th grade levels. Mixed-grade classrooms are organized by
support needs, include opportunities for integrated instruction. Maintains a 1:4 student-to-staff ratio.

ACADEMIC STRUCTURE & SUPPORT
School-Based Programs (Grades 6–12)



CURRICULUM, INSTRUCTION & STUDENT EXPERIENCE

Comprehensive academic instruction using evidence-based curriculum across literacy, math, science, and social
studies, with integrated social skills development and technology supports. 

 Electives & Daytime Clubs

Art
Music
Health
Student Council
Book Club
Anime

Core Curriculum

Special Olympics

Bocce 
Basketball 
Volleyball 
Track

 Extracurricular Activities & School Culture

Students experience a vibrant, inclusive school
community with opportunities to explore interests.

Prom, Talent Show, and Ensemble Theatre
Fall Festival & Autism Community Fundraiser
HEATS Fair (History, ELA, Art, Technology,
Science)
Scholastic Book Fair & Poetry Events
Monthly Pep Rallies & Character Awards
Mental Wellness Week, Spirit Week &
Mindfulness Mondays

STUDENT SUPPORT & ENVIRONMENT
Small, Supportive Classrooms

1:4 and 1:6 ratios
Maximum 8–12 students per classroom
Teacher and educational assistant in every
classroom 

 Whole-Child Support

On-site occupational, speech, and mental health
services
Behavior Support Team (BCBA and specialists)
Trauma-informed, skill-building approach
Weekly therapy dog visits 

Student Growth & Motivation

Social, behavioral, and life skills
Independence and decision-making
Positive behaviors through consistent
reinforcement aligned to IEP goals 

TRANSITION & JOB READINESS
Prepares students for successful post-secondary transitions, including college, career, and independent living.
It emphasizes community-based instruction with year-round, real-world opportunities.

Hands-On Learning Environments
Mock apartment for daily living skills
PAES (Practical Assessment Exploration System) Lab
for vocational assessment
Culinary kitchen for practical experience 

 Work Experience & Internships

Students gain experience with local
partners such as Matthew 25 Ministries,
U.S. Bank, Taglio’s, Crayons to Computers,
Aspiritech, and more.

Soccer
Tennis
Flag football 
Pep squad

Current Events
Legos
Roblox
Trivia
Sports
Fitness



Scholarship Program Eligibility Highlights Value (2026-2027)

Ohio Autism 
Scholarship (ASP)

Ages 3–21 (or until age 22/graduation);
ASD diagnosis (medical or educational)

and an IEP or AEP
Up to $34,000 annually

Jon Peterson Special
Needs Scholarship

Program (JPSN)

Grades K–12 (expanding to ages 3–21);
finalized IEP from public school district

Varies by disability category,
up to $27,000 annually

FUNDING OPTIONS

1:4 Ratio: $40,275
1:6 Ratio: $37,590
Professional Skills: $34,000

Students typically attend the Heidt Center through three funding pathways. 

1. Scholarships

Note: Acceptance of
either scholarship
transfers responsibility
for providing a Free
Appropriate Public
Education (FAPE) from
the public school district
to the approved provider
(Heidt Center).

2. District Referrals 
This occurs when a student’s IEP team determines that the public school cannot provide the
specialized education and services required for a Free Appropriate Public Education (FAPE). In these
cases, the district refers the student and assumes the cost of tuition and services. 

3. Financial Aid

2026–2027 Tuition: 

Earn a High School Diploma: Students who meet
Ohio Graduation Requirements earn a standard high
school diploma, preparing them for college, careers,
and independent living. 

Flexible Transition Options: Students may defer
their diploma to continue building skills through
the Heidt Transition Program or other approved
programs, as determined by the IEP team. 

Ready to learn more or get started? Contact us today to explore how our
programs can support your student’s success.

GET IN TOUCH

DIPLOMAS

Financial aid is awarded based on demonstrated need and the availability of institutional funds. We offer flexible
payment plans, including 10- and 12-month options. The Best Point Financial Aid Application is provided in the spring
prior to enrollment, and tuition may also be offset through Ohio and County DDS waivers. 

513-639-0863
bestpoint.org/autism-services/
4550 Red Bank Expressway, Cincinnati, OH 45227
heidtleadership@heidtcenter.org
Principal: Dr. Courtney Reece
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